
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
‘The Lady with the Lamp’  

The Florence Nightingale Story 
Major (Retd) Paul Whittle TD 

 
Thursday 11th February 2021 at 7pm   

via Zoom  
 
Rightly acknowledged as the founder of modern nursing, the 
achievements of this remarkable Victorian lady extend far beyond 
her contribution in the 1854-56 Crimean War.  Hospital design, the 
UK’s first secular nursing school and the development of district 
nursing and midwifery services are just a few examples of her 
tireless work improving standards of public health provision. Not 

nearly so well-known is her contribution to improving standards of health provision overseas, in particular in India. 
 
Paul’s fascinating and well-illustrated talk covers an overview of her life, the people and places associated with her, and 
a look at the Crimea of today – sadly now barred to western visitors after the Russian annexation of 2014. 
 
Paul is a Freeman of the City of London. His interest in Florence Nightingale came about quite by chance. He had been 
booked as a speaker by Fred Olsen Cruises on a voyage into the Black Sea in 2012 (i.e just two years before the 
Russians annexed the Crimea in 2014). To his astonishment, he found that none of the other speakers had been asked 
to cover the obvious titles of Florence Nightingale and the Crimean War. He hired a Russian speaking guide so that 
once ashore, he could go to places and take photos that one simply cannot do now, as the Crimea is effectively closed 
to western tourists. He quickly assembled the necessary material and both talks went down very well.   He has since 
discovered just how popular the Florence Nightingale talk is and which he has now done about 130 times! We are 
delighted to have him speak to us at this virtual event.  
 
We envisage that the evening will last until approximately 8pm and there will be time for questions. Paul will donate his 
fee to charity. The cost for the event will be £10 per booking/Zoom invitation. 
 
We will contact you with the Zoom invitation prior to the event. 
Closing date for applications is Tuesday 9th February in order for the invitation to be sent.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Please email this form to events@companyofnurses.co.uk 
 
I would like to book a place for “The Lady with the Lamp” talk   
 
Name: ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Email address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
* I have paid £…………….. by bank transfer to The Company of Nurses, Account no 32947968, Sort code 30-90-92 
(Please reference your surname/FN talk) (Preferred method)  
Or  
* I have posted a cheque for £ ………............... payable to The Company of Nurses to the Company address below. 
Please note that you will still need to send us an email to apply. 
 
* Delete as appropriate 

 
Closing Date for applications is Tuesday 9th February  

Please return form by email to events@companyofnurses.co.uk  
 

Please note that post is not routinely collected from the address below at the current time. 
The Company of Nurses, Apothecaries’ Hall, Black Friars Lane, London EC4V 6EJ 


